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Introduction to Data Mining presents fundamental concepts and algorithms for those learning data

mining for the first time. Each major topic is organized into two chapters, beginning with basic

concepts that provide necessary background for understanding each data mining technique,

followed by more advanced concepts and algorithms.
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Data mining could be considered to be "Artificial Intelligence Lite", since it deals with many of the

same issues in learning, classification, and analysis as they occur in the field of artificial intelligence

but does not have as its goal the construction of "thinking machines." Instead, the emphasis is on

practical problems that are important in business and industry, even though the solutions of many of

these problems makes use of techniques that a thinking machine should be expected to have. Data

mining has become an enormous industry, and has even been the subject of political and legal

concerns due to the efforts of some governments to mine data on its citizens. This book gives a

general overview of data mining with emphasis on classification and associative analysis. Anyone

who is interested in data mining could read the book, but some rather sophisticated background in

mathematics will be needed to read some of the sections. Pseudocode is given throughout the book

to illustrate the different data mining algorithms. There are also exercises at the end of each

chapter, but noticeably missing in the book is the inclusion of real case studies in data mining. The

inclusion of these case studies would alert the reader to the fact that data mining is of great interest



from the standpoint of business and industry, and would lessen the belief that data mining is just

another academic field or just another branch of statistics.Speaking somewhat loosely, the goal of

data mining is to find interesting patterns in massive amounts of data or the classification of such

patterns. This entails of course that one have a notion of what is "interesting" and one of the main

problems in data mining is to find suitable `interestingness measures'.
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